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PROTOCOL – WOUND CARE

PURPOSE:
To establish guidelines in caring for the patient with open and/or closed wound(s).

POLICY:
All wounds should be managed acutely, as appropriate, by Flight For Life medical crew.

PROCEDURE:

1. Assess injury and distal neurovascular status.

2. Irrigate open wounds with sterile saline to remove gross contamination as time/condition permits.

3. Cover the wound and any eviscerated, avulsed, amputated or partially amputated part with sterile moist dressing.  Place dressed amputated part in a plastic bag and place in a container of ice and saline.

4. DO NOT attempt to replace eviscerated parts.

5. Impaled objects should not be removed but stabilized in place.

6. Bandage/splint to provide protection and support as indicated.  (See Protocol - Bandaging/Splinting.)
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