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PROTOCOL – KENDRICK EXTRICATION DEVICE

PURPOSE:
To establish guidelines for the use of the Kendrick Extrication Device (KED).

POLICY:
To be applied by Flight For Life crew trained in proper application of the KED.

INDICATIONS:
To maintain spinal immobilization during extrication in the patient at risk.

PROCEDURE:

1. Maintain immobilization of head in neutral position.

2. Apply cervical collar of appropriate size.

3. Slide KED behind patient while maintaining patient’s position.

4. Wrap side panels of KED around torso and slide up until top edges are against patient’s axillae.

5. Fasten middle and bottom torso straps just tight enough to hold device in place.

6. Wrap head portion around and secure with forehead strap.

7. Slide pelvic straps under patient’s thighs: right strap under right thigh over right thigh to right side buckle; left strap under left thigh over left thigh to left side buckle.  Be careful to avoid injury to groin.

8. Fasten top torso strap and snug up all straps.

9. To lift patient and slide onto long board, two people each hold a back support strap with one hand while placing other hand below same side knee and then tilting patient back onto long board.

10. Loosen pelvic straps when patient is supine.

11. Secure patient to long board.
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