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PROTOCOL – POISONING – EXTERNAL

PURPOSE:
To establish guidelines for care of the patient with external poisoning.

POLICY:
Helicopter transport will be denied if the substance poses continued risk to Flight For Life aircraft or crew.  (See Policy – Hazardous Materials Request.)

PROCEDURE:

1. Confirm situation is safe for Flight For Life aircraft and crew:

A. Patient should be removed from source.

B. Contaminated clothing should be removed and exposed body part flushed with copious amount of water.

2. Initial Assessment & General Standing Orders.

3. Flushing of exposed body part may continue during transport if there is no risk of contamination to ship or crew.  Many substances are absorbable through skin contact, so it is very important to wear gloves.

4. Organophosphate poisoning
 and nerve toxin victims with hypersecretion and/or pulmonary edema should be treated immediately.  See Protocol – Mark I Kit.
5. See also Protocol – Weapons of Mass Destruction.
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� S.L.U.D.G.E.= Salivation, Lacrimation (tearing), Urination, Defecation, General twitching, Emesis (vomiting)
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