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2017: Avoidable Imaging Wave II was a Success

198 EDs engaged in Wave II including over 8,000 clinicians

Over 600 MIPS Improvement Activity Credits Earned

Observed reductions in CT use in:
Head CT after Minor Head Trauma
Head CT for Syncope
Abdominal CT for Renal Colic



2018: Sepsis Wave III

Over 500 ED sites including over 14,000 emergency clinicians signed up!

5 Imaging Categories to Participate in:
High-Cost Imaging for Low Back Pain
Head CT after Minor Head Trauma
Chest CT for Pulmonary Embolism
Abdominal CT for Renal Colic
Head CT for Syncope



E-QUAL Avoidable Imaging Metrics:

Utilization Rate
# Non-Contrast Head CTs

Head Trauma ED VisitsHead CT

Dx Yield
# Positive Head CTs

All Trauma Head CT Studies

X-Ray Utilization
# Lumbar X-Rays

Low Back Pain ED Visits

Back Pain CT Utilization
# Lumbar Spine CTs

Low Back Pain ED Visits

MRI Utilization
# Lumbar MRIs

Low Back Pain ED Visits

CT Utilization
# Contrast Head CTs

Syncope ED Visits
Syncope

Utilization Rate
# Contrast Chest CTs

All ED Visits
PE

Dx Yield
# PE Positive CT Scans

Contrast Chest CTs 

Utilization Rate

Renal Colic
# Abdomen CTs without Contrast

Flank & Back Pain ED Visits



Low Back Pain

MRI/CT/XR Utilization: Exclude >65 yo

Minor Head Injury

Head CT Utilization & Dx Yield: Exclude >65 yo

Pulmonary Embolism

Chest CT Utilization & Dx Yield: No Age Exclusion

Syncope

Head CT Utilization: Exclude >65 yo

Renal Colic

Abdominal CT: Exclude >65 yo

Measures Updates: Age Limits





Bottom Line – For Wave III

“In God we trust, all others bring data” – W. Edwards Deming
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For More Information

E-QUAL Website
www.acep.org/equal 
equal@acep.org

Contacts:
Nalani Tarrant: (Project Manager)
ntarrant@acep.org

mailto:equal@acep.org
mailto:ntarrant@acep.org
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