
CT scans in the 
emergency department

They may not be needed as often as you think
If you or someone you care for is in the emergency department, you 
want the medical staff to do everything they can to find out what’s 

wrong and provide the right treatment. The doctors in the emergency 
room (ER) want the same thing. 

There are times when a CT scan (Computerized Tomography Scan, 
sometimes called a CAT scan) might be needed to help with the 
diagnosis. A CT scan uses X-rays to take pictures of your insides. 

If your doctor orders a CT scan, ask why you need it. And ask if your 
health problem could be managed without it. These facts about CT 

scans can help you talk with your doctor about them.








