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PROTOCOL – NEAR DROWNING

PURPOSE:
To establish guidelines for care of the near drowning patient.

PROCEDURE:

1. Initial Assessment & General Standing Orders.

2. Hypothermia is commonly associated (See Protocol – Hypothermia).  Remove wet clothes.  Dry patient as possible.  Apply active or passive rewarming measures as indicated.

3. Evaluate for intracranial injury.  (See Protocol – Intracranial Injury)

4. Assume spinal cord injury and immobilize accordingly, unless proven otherwise (See Protocol – Spinal Immobilization).
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