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WHEREAS, the United States is the only industrialized nation with a rising maternal mortality rate;1  
  
WHEREAS, state maternal mortality review committees report an estimated 60% of maternal deaths 
may be preventable. A growing number of deaths are linked to emergency department (ED) 
treatable conditions such as cardiovascular disease, cardiomyopathy, and overdose and suicide, with 
many of these deaths occurring during the postpartum period;2 
 
WHEREAS, Medicaid is the largest payer of maternity care, covering 42.6% of births;3 
 
WHEREAS, states that have expanded Medicaid experienced a 50% greater reduction in infant 
mortality than non-expansion states;4 
 
WHEREAS, pregnancy-related Medicaid eligibility ends 60 days postpartum, and over half 5 of 
Medicaid beneficiaries experience a coverage gap6 in the 6 months following childbirth;  
 
WHEREAS, the postpartum period is a time of unmet maternal health needs;7 
 
WHERAS, a study on a Medicaid population of mothers found high use of the ED (34.9%) with 
associated hospitalization (6.6%) within 6 months of delivery;8  
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WHEREAS, postpartum women experience a significantly increased risk (OR 2.2, 95%CI 1.5- 3.1) of 
thrombotic events (ischemic stroke, acute myocardial infarction, or venous thromboembolism) up to 
12 weeks after delivery (past the 60 days covered by Medicaid);9  
 
WHEREAS, 13% of pregnancy related maternal deaths occur 42-365 days after delivery;10 
 
WHEREAS, ACOG is recommending a 3-week and 12-week postpartum follow-up appointment rather 
than a onetime 6-week appointment;11 
 
WHEREAS, conditions associated with pregnancy such as pregnancy-induced hypertension, 
gestational diabetes, post-partum depression may drive ED use for these conditions if postpartum 
mothers lose Medicaid insurance coverage; 
 
WHEREAS, legislation in several states, including Texas, Illinois, California, and New Jersey, were 
introduced in 2019 to extend Medicaid coverage to 12 months postpartum; 
 
WHEREAS, the AMA adopted a similar resolution at their 2019 annual meeting; therefore, be it  
 
RESOLVED, that ACEP support the extension of Medicaid coverage to 12 months postpartum; and  
 
RESOLVED, that ACEP work with relevant stakeholders to support the extension of Medicaid 
coverage to 12 months postpartum.  
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