
























65% of claims dropped or withdrawn

24% of cases are settled    7% claims result in a verdict
Defendant is favored 88% of time case goes to trial



Impact on the Physician





Impact on the Department









How to Answer a Question



Lawyer “Gotcha” lines..



• No!!!

•“There is no authoritative text or 
reference that defines the 
standard of care for an 
individual patient.”



Lawyer “Gotcha” lines..



Your Answer…



Lawyer Gotcha Lines…



Don’t Point Fingers



Lawyer “Gotcha” lines..



Your Answer…



Lawyer “Gotcha” lines..



Your answer...



Lawyer “Gotcha” lines..



Your Answer…



Gotcha: Multi-Part Question





Two Goals of Deposition



To Settle vs Not to Settle



Who is notified about my 
settlement/loss?





Case Report# 1
Deya v. Hiawatha Community Hospital









Resources for Litigation Stress



Take Home Points

•Getting sued is inevitable – does not mean 
your are a bad doctor



Strategies for Success




